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Home Department,
New Delhi, the 24th May, 1943

Dear Mr. Gandhi,

In reply to your letter of the 4th May in which you have
requested the Government of India to forward a letter of the
same date addressed by you to Mr. Jinnah, I am to inform you
that the Government of India have decided that your letter can-*,
not be forwarded. This decision is in accordance with the
restrictions which, as you are aware, have been placed on your
correspondence and interviews while you are under detention.
Government propose shortly to issue a communique, of which
I enclose an advance copy, stating the fact that the letter has
been withheld and the reasons therefor.

Yours sincerely,
R. Tottenham
Eeceived on 26-5-'43 at 6-30 p.m.
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE

The Government of India have received a request from
Mr. Gandhi to forward a short letter from himself to Mr. Jinnah
expressing a wish to meet him.

In accordance with their known policy in regard to corres-
pondence or interviews with Mr. Gandhi the Government of
India have decided that this letter cannot be forwarded and
have so informed Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah. They are not
prepared to give facilities for political correspondence or con-
tact to a person detained for promoting an illegal mass move*-;
ment which he has not disavowed and thus gravely embarrassing
India's war effort at a critical time. It rests with Mr. Gandhi
to satisfy the Government of India that he can safely be allowed
once more to participate in the public affairs of the country,
and until he does so the disabilities from which he suffers are
of his own choice.

72